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from his breath Vayu, the wind. In the same hymn occurs the earliest reference to the four castes, when we are told that the Brahmana was his mouth, his arms became the E%anya, the warrior caste, his legs the Vaisya, while the $udra was produced from his feet.
Other Names of the Supreme Being", Skambha.
There are many more names of a similar kind. Skambha, literally the support, becomes a name of the Supreme Being. Thus we read in the Atharva-veda: * Skambha is all that is animated, whatever breathes and whatever shuts the eyes/
In the Rig-veda Skambha is mentioned as the support of the sky. In the Atharva-veda X. 7, 7, Skambha is celebrated as supreme. Prag&pati, it is said, rested on Skambha, when he made the worlds firm. The thirty-three gods are supposed to form the limbs of his body (27), the whole world rests on him, he has established heaven and earth, and he pervades the universe (35). Darkness is separated from him, he is removed from all evil (40).
In these and many other different ways the Indian mind tried to free- itself more and more from the earlier imagery of Physical Religion, and it reached in Brahman, in Purusha, in Prana, in Skambha the most abstract phase of thought that can find expression in any human language.
These words are, in fact, far more abstract, and less personal than other names which likewise occur in the Veda, and which we should, perhaps, feel more readily inclined to tolerate in our own religious language, such as, for instance, Pragrapati, lord of creatures, Visvakarman, the maker of all things,